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The Embattled Humanities: Another View

By Edward H. Rosenberry

I'm going to try to say something use

ful about the humanities literature,

philosophy, history, the arts in a college

education. Some of the rumblings of dis

cord in this once peaceful field may

already have caught your attention. Sev

eral months ago on network TV, William

Bennett, then secretary of education,

engaged the president of Stanford Uni

versity in heated debate over curriculum

revision, expressly in the humanities.

Last fall, the Philadelphia Inquirer ran a

similar exchange between representa

tives of the same polarized views at the

University of Pennsylvania. The New

York Times, in describing a recent hate

session on this subject at Chapel Hill, il

lustrated its report with a cartoon of two

knights in armor brandishing pens. At

the University of Delaware Frank B.

Dilley has just entered the lists with a

lively defense ofthis university's thriving
humanities program against spokesmen

such as the chairman of the National En

dowment for the Humanities, who see

humanistic education threatened or in

decline. The battle lines are drawn. The

Education, it seems, is one of the

subjects on whichAmericans are

masochistic. We know we make a

mess of it despite our pretensions

to excellence, and so we are

always ready for some Savon

arola to denounce our sins and

order out our hair shirts.

outcome does matter to all of us who are

concerned with the health and welfare of

higher education. Therefore a few min

utes ofour time may be well spent in tak

ing another look at the issues and stakes
inwhatmay all too easily be dismissed as

a tempest in a teapot.

The Essence of the Quarrel

The current quarrel over the nature

and prospects of liberal education, par

ticularly those studies focusing on people

rather than things, resembles a familiar

religious or political conflict in that the
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same code words,
"liberal"

and "conserv
ative,"

are used to rally the troops and

vilify the opposing forces. As you would

expect,
"liberals"

are perceived as rush

ing about changing things, while "con
servatives"

are seen as digging in their

heels and crying, "Back to the
basics!"

It's an age-old animosity, always smolder

ing, whatever the

controversy, and ig
nited from time to

time by some char

ismatic spokesman

for one persuasion

or the other. In the

case of the human

ities, the spark for

our timewas struck

by an erudite phi

losophy professor

at the University
ofChicago namedAllan Bloom, in a book

that is both hard to read and hard to

ignore.

If so subtle and learned a work, run

ning to nearly 400 pages, can be said to

have a "bottom
line,"

it is that the heart

of a liberal education is (or should be)

Plato'sRepublic, and that, thus anchored,
the proper curriculum consists of a pro

gram of reading and discussion that

gained fame in Bloom's youth and mine

(continued on page 2)

Greene to Retire October 1,
Search Committee Named

KennethM. Greene, who has served as

secretary of Phi Beta Kappa since 1975,
has announced his retirement as ofOcto

ber 1, 1989. $BK President Otis A. Sin-

gletary has appointed Catherine S. Sims,

a recent past president of the Society, to

head a search committee to find a suc

cessor. The other members of the commit

tee are Joan M. Ferrante, vice president

of the Society, and two other <t>BK sena

tors, Charles Blitzer and Frederick J.

Crosson.

Members who wish to suggest candi

dates for the position of <t>BK secretary

should communicate with Chairman

Sims at The Phi Beta Kappa Society, 1811

Q St. N.W., Washington, DC 20009.

Phi Beta Kappa Names

1989-90 Visiting Scholars

Thirteen Phi Beta Kappa Visiting
Scholars have been selected for 1989-90.

This is the 33rd year of the program, un

der which noted scholars visit some 100

college and university campuses for pub

lic lectures and informal classroom and

seminar discussions with undergradu

ates. The new Visiting Scholars are as

follows:

R. Stephen Berry, professor of chemis

try, University of Chicago. A member of

the National Academy of Sciences and a

fellow of the American Physical Society,
he was chosen a MacArthur fellow in

1983. He is the coauthor of The Total So

cial Cost ofFossil andNuclear Power and

Physical Chemistry.

Sylvia Ardyn Boone, associate profes

sor of the history of art and African and

Afro-American Studies, Yale University.

She is the author of Radiance from the

Waters: Ideals of Feminine Beauty in

Mende Art and West African Travels: A

Guide to Peoples and Places, and a con

sultant to the National Museum ofAfri

can Art, Smithsonian Institution.

Victor Brombert, Henry Putnam Uni

versity Professor ofRomance Languages

and Literatures and Comparative Litera

ture, Princeton University. Currently
president of the Modern Language Asso

ciation, he is the author of books on T. S.

Eliot, Stendhal, and Flaubert as well as
of The Intellectual Hero, The Romantic

Prison, Victor Hugo and the Visionary
Novel, and The Hidden Reader.

Alexander Dallin, Raymond A. Spru-

ance Professor of International History
and Political Science, Stanford Univer

sity. He also serves as director of the

Center for Russian and East European

Studies and is the author ofGerman Rule

in Russia, 1941-1945, The Soviet Union

and Disarmament, Soviet Conduct in

World Affairs, The Gorbachev Era, and

Soviet Scholarship under Gorbachev.

Peter Davison, poet, editor, Boston,
Massachusetts. His eight volumes of po

etry include The Breaking of the Day,
(continued on back cover)
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Embattled Humanities
(continued from page 1)

as "The Great
Books."

This agenda, long
settled into a tradition and still honored

at St. John's, Annapolis, and perhaps

elsewhere, could hardly be thought in

cendiary, except for the truculence with

which it is advanced.

To reread a book likeMark Van Doren's

Liberal Education, which made the same
case 40-odd years ago, is to see how radi

cally an argument can be transformed by
the author's tone of voice. Whereas Van

Doren's effort was to revive our spirits in

the debilitating throes of World War II,
Bloom comes on armed for battle with do

mestic enemies he sees as Vandals of the

Left, bred in the Terrible '60s and threat

ening our annihilation in the Unregener

ate '80s. Today's campus, as Bloom pictures

it, is not greatly different from T.S. Eliot's

Waste Land or from Matthew Arnold's

"Dover
Beach,"

Swept with confused alarms ofstruggle

and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night.

Appropriately, Bloom calls his book

The Closing of the American Mind, by
which he means the narrowing even

the nullifying of higher education by
programs of study so lacking in rigor and

so exposed to every wanderingwind as to

compound the very ignorance they pro

pose to dispel. He is very hard on courses

born of contemporary political and social

concerns or dealing with popular ques

tions falling under the basket justifica

tion of
"relevance,"

that great battle cry

of the era that traumatized him. He is

hard on teachers who purvey and defend

this educational menu. And he is espe

cially hard on students. Students come

to college (in his word)
"unfurnished,"

that is, empty-headed, superficial,
ill-

motivated, and self-centered. They come

from schools that provide mere technical

"smorgasbord"; and they come from

homes that have (again in his words)

"hardly any intellectual life at
all."

These

starved and decadent young, as he por

trays them, are dead to the traditions of

their culture and (most damning of all)

addicted to rockmusic, which deafens the

ear and deadens the soul.

Now we have all heard a great deal

aboutmodern
students'

woeful ignorance

of geography, biography, foreign lan

guages, English grammar, basic mathe

matics the list goes on; and no doubt

there is some fire beneath all that smoke,

especially in the ranks of marginal stu

dents. But Bloom's broadbrush portrait of

the species reminds me of Oscar Wilde's

picture of Dorian Gray, full of the lines

and shadows of cynical dissipation, while

all those fresh young faces confront us in

the classrooms ofAmerica, looking alert,

intelligent, responsive, and not even

wholly lost to virtue and good taste.

The accuracy of such a black portrait

everyone must assess for himself; I must

say it does not much resemble the stu

dents I taught in the '70s apart, of

course, from that barbarous penchant for

rock and roll, and I have known even that

to give way, in time, to a decent apprecia

tion ofMozart.

I take some comfort not only from my

own experience, but from the broader

perspective of historians like Richard

Hofstadter, who points out that "some

thing has always been missing in our

educational
performance,"

and that,

therefore, the "educational
jeremiad"

with an "undercurrent ofsomething close

to
despair"

has been "a feature of our lit
erature"

from the earliest days of the

Republic. Somehow the sky has not yet

fallen.

Why This Jeremiad?

Education, it seems, is one of the sub

jects on which Americans are masochis

tic. We know we make amess of it despite

our pretensions to excellence, and so we

are always ready for some Savonarola to

denounce our sins and order out our hair

shirts. A harsh critic administers a spir

itual catharsis. We take a bath in all the

nasty things he says about us and come

out feeling refreshed, even though we re
ject his reforms and keep on doing what

we were doing before. It's the usual

drama of the confessional.

In the case of Savonarola, there was a

severe backlash; he got burned at the

stake. That will not happen to Allan

Bloom, but already his heresies are being
defined and enumerated by those who

judge him reactionary, elitist, antidemo

cratic, subversive, and impractical. Inter

estingly, these are the same crimes that

were imputed to his exemplar, Socrates,

by the Athenian society at whose hands

the famous cup of hemlock was admin

istered.

But that will not happen to Allan

Bloom either, for the simple reason that

his opinions are published in the free air

of a more tolerant democracy that stands

open to conflicting values. Yet it is to this

very openness that Bloom attributes the
"closing"

of theAmericanmind. His devil

is
"relativism"

in thought, word, and

deed, and, unfortunately, relativism is a

necessary condition of viable democracy.

In a society in which each individual is

respected equally with his neighbor

never mind ofwhat sex, color, or faith a

certain latitude attaches to what he

thinks, says, and does. We risk violation

of that latitude if we tell him that one

dominant culture is in sole possession of

Truth and Beauty. The house ofman, like

the house of God, has many mansions,

and the humanities, to be worthy the

name, must take unbiased account of

them all.

Shorn of its contemporary allusions

and applications, Bloom's quarrel is

strongly reminiscent of what Jonathan

Swift, nearly 300 years ago, called "The

Battle of the
Books,"

and it declares the

same hypothetical victory of the Ancients

over theModerns. But, such a debate can

never be categorically decisive, partly be

cause good and bad books are produced in

all times and places, partly because the

evaluation of what the human imagina

tion creates is not an act ofmathematical

precision. To believe otherwise is to fall

into what seems to me the sin of ab

solutism.

How revealing this theological termi

nology is! Relativism is oneman's "devil";
absolutism is another man's

"sin."

I sup

pose I fall into that language because the

tone of Bloom's argument reminds me of

whatHerman Melville said after hearing
a lecture by Ralph Waldo Emerson. He

admired the depth and range of Emer

son's mind, he said, but there was, in his

manner, "the insinuation that had he

lived in those days when the world was

made, he might have offered some valu

able
suggestions."

Platonists in an Aristotelian

World

In attempting to account for Bloom's

peculiar assumption of rectitude, I found

a clue in his remark that every French

man is born a follower of Descartes or

Pascal roughly, of science or religion.

This formulation brought back to mind a

similar observation of Coleridge, that

"every man is born an Aristotelian or a

Platonist"; and it struck me with a shock

of recognition that what troubles me

about Allan Bloom and his cohorts of the

Right is that they are Platonists in anAr

istotelian world. If that sounds like a ter

ribly abstruse critique, bear with me

while I bring it down-to-earth and up-to-

date.

Start with a picture. There is a well-

known painting by Raphael called The

School ofAthens, which shows Plato and

Aristotle discoursing in themidst of their
disciples. What is immediately apparent
in this stagy scene is that Plato is gestur

ing upward as if in appeal to some super
nal aim or authority, while Aristotle ges

tures horizontally, as ifcalling to witness
the evidences of this Earth.

Or, to take a literary equivalent,

readers ofMobyDick will recall the lofty
masthead of the whaling ship where

Melville pictures a dreamy Platonist on

watch who may, in his abstraction, not

onlymiss hiswhale but perhaps even lose

his footing and plunge to his death. Below
on the mundane deck, in contrast, it is

the spirit ofAristotle that reigns over the

classification and dissection of actual

whales.

THEKEYREPORTER
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To take one more example a little closer

to home, our new commissioner of major

league baseball, A. Bartlett Giamatti, a
Renaissance scholar and former presi

dent ofYale University, appreciates both

Platonic and Aristotelian baseball, that

is (in his words), "an idealized version

whichmay only exist in our
imagination"

and "each game as it unfolds in the pres
ent."

He comes down, as I would do, on

the side ofAristotle: "You don't love base

ball in the
abstract,"

he says, "before you

love it in its
particularities."

Whethermy

old college philosophy professor was a

baseball fan or a golfer I no longer re

member, but he used to say, "Aristotle

kept his eye on the
ball."

In contrast,

Allan Bloom and the educational reform

ers of the Right are what some wag has

termed "high priori
thinkers."

For them,

Truth is a monument of immemorial

design, not made for modification or

movement.

Don't be scandalized. My opposition to

that mentality may not be so relativistic

as it sounds. The stance that I have

loosely called Aristotelian, while admit

tedly pragmatic, is not a denial of ideal

ism as we commonly use that word to

reflect our adherence to principles and

approximation to goals. It is a rejection of

purely theoretical models in favor of ex

perimentation and experiential criteria.

It is neither drift nor surrender to the

tides of fashion, but it is a commitment

(again quoting Bart Giamatti) "to take

reality as it
comes."

It does not erode our

obligation to hold fast that which is good

including the challenge of Plato but

it does require accommodation of that

which is to be learned to the mind of the

prospective learner. Above all, my ap

proach calls for a willingness to believe

that the half-filled vessels occupying the

classrooms ofAmerica are receptive con

tainers and not half-empty cartons pre

cipitately leaking away what little they
hold.

The common ground I share with

B\oom and Company is that humanistic

studies should focus on what Matthew

Arnold called "the best that has been

thought and
said."

The question between

us is whether that best is the sole prov

ince of theWestern classics or an ongoing

venturesome process in which each age

and each segment of the population that

feels an identity expresses its own char

acter and aspirations.

Vision, which is as close as any of us

can come to Truth, is a human universal,

dynamic, not static. Even Samuel John

son, who as a lexicographer was a model

Aristotelian, fell into a Platonic trap

when he imagined that his great diction

ary could fix the English language, pure

and immutable, for all time to come. We

know now that each generation must

write its own dictionary as the language

evolves, just as it must produce its own
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The Structure ofConflict. Clyde H. Coombs

and George S. Avrunin. Erlbaum, 1988.

$29.95.

A highly abstract, sometimes mathematical

analysis of three
"Types"

of conflict: conflicts

within individuals confronted with incompat

ible goals, conflicts between persons seeking

different
"things"

but compelled to settle for

the same thing (an international summit meet

ing), and conflicts between individuals seek

ing the same thing but compelled to settle for

different things (a competitive sport). Numer

ous diagrams and references to other theorists

and to anecdotal and real events make the ex

position intelligible and provocative. Satisfac

tory and unsatisfactory methods of resolving

conflicts are modestly outlined. This is a laud

able effort to produce an intellectual synthesis

of pervasive challenges on different levels of

complexity and significance.

Managerial Lives in Transition: Advanc

ing Age and Changing Times. Ann Howard

and Douglas W. Bray. Guilford, 1988. $40.

An incredibly detailed, longitudinal, not

overly modest, almost unique analysis of three

assessment centers through which the Amer

ican Telephone and Telegraph Company
sought to improve the "selection and develop
ment"

of a sample of its managers. A total of

813 persons were interviewed, tested, ob

served, and otherwise dissected in two

batches; one consisted ofmen during a 20-year

period beginning in 1956, the other ofmen and

women as they were recruited in 1970. This

clearly written report, containing a stagger

ing barrage of impressive tables and charts, is

not recommended for bedtime reading, but it

is sensibly enlivened with "composite

of individuals, which add a human touch to the

quantitative data. The conscientious, selective

reader can gain significant hints about the at

tributes that make for success and lack of suc

cess in management, as well as about the

changes that have occurred in these employees

and their society.

Crimes of Obedience: Toward a Social

Psychology of Authority and Responsi

bility. Herbert C. Kelman and V. Lee Hamil

ton. Yale, 1989. $29.95.

A patently original, socially compelling,

thoroughly scholarly dissection of actions in

response to commands by authorities that are

morally repugnant to some ormany of the par

ticipants and the rest of us. The principal focus

is on theMy Lai butchery during the Vietnam

disaster; attention is also paid to the Holocaust

and other Nazi crimes, General Yamashita,

Kurt Waldheim, Watergate, and of course the

Iran-contra blink-blank. Popular accounts of

these deeds are collated and relevant research

such as that by Milgram is cogently sum

marized, but the main emphasis is on data

from the
authors'

national survey in 1971 and

(continued on page 4)

art and technology, building on the past

but not dwelling in it. The universe of

knowledge and imagination is generat

ing new data at an exponential rate and

presenting the learning mind with a con

stantly growing agenda. The judgment of

Ecclesiastes that "there is nothing new

under the
sun"

may tell us something

about our moral nature but not about our

intellectual perspective.

A Note to Students

I am quick to concede that excellence in

educationmust be the product, in part, of

its content; nothing can come of nothing.

But it is only the students that can keep
their minds open, and they cannot do

that by prescription. It is less important

that students be told what to read than

that they be shown how to make connec

tions and distinctions between the things

they read. Knowledge of the good entails

some knowledge of the bad. Education in

the end is not indoctrination but chal

lenge, if I may fall back on a badly over
used word; and the challenge to each

student today is not greatly different

from the one Henry James set to the art

ist: to be "one of the people on whom

nothing is
lost."

The task for intellectual leaders, like

you men and women of Phi Beta Kappa,

is to realize the best that is in you, which

will always encompass and then go be

yond admiration or imitation of the best

in someone else even your own cultural

icons. If there is a place for idealism in ed

ucation, it is in each individual's stan

dards ofperformance. Being the best you
can be not only fulfills yourself but sets

new goals for everyone. Itmay be said ofa

university as has been said of a nation: A

rising tide lifts all boats. You ofPhi Beta

Kappa represent that rising tide at your

institution.

This article is adapted from remarks by
Edward H. Rosenberry, professor emer

itus ofEnglish at the University ofDela

ware, who spoke at a dinner meeting in

November 1988 marking the Phi Beta

Kappa chapter's first third ofa century at

that university. The celebration was spon

sored inpart by theDelawareHumanities
Forum.
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Recommended Reading
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one in Boston in 1976. The two central con

cepts being explored are examined not only

psychologically but also in terms of their ethi

cal, political, social, and legal ramifications.

The analysis reveals modal tendencies among
Americans as well as promising individual de

viations. Although possible ways to cope with

obedience are provided, the challenge here ex

ploding is both terrifying and bewildering and
strikes a central core of modern living.

ApartheidMedia: Disinformation andDis

sent in South Africa. John M. Phelan. Law

rence Hill, 1987. $14.95; paper, $9.95.
A timely, informally styled, scholarly ac

count of the mass media in South Africa that

support apartheid and of the less massive

media that oppose the current regime. The

parties and persons reporting, defending, or

attacking the status quo are depicted, with
emphasis on the laws, practices, and goals that

govern their expression. The book is written

for American readers, and hence carefully se

lected references to similar and different

customs and events in the United States fre

quently slip into the spirited exposition. The

facts, the author believes, support his un

abashed message that the "power of the press,

both high tech and
humble,"

forces "respect for

freedom on those who would crush
it"

and thus

contributes to the "moral growth of the
world."

Could he be right?

Psycho-analysis as History: Negation and

Freedom in Freud. Michael S. Roth. Cornell,
1987. $22.50.

Yet another effort, a valiant one, by a histo

rian to synthesize Freud by considering psy

choanalysis "a theory of
history"

and then by

attempting to demonstrate that the concepts

and methods of this history of the individual

can be applied to the history of society with

which historians are usually concerned. Life

history thus resembles what we ordinarily call

history and vice versa. Freud himself, we are

reminded, considered the myth in society to be

"the analogue to the dream at the group
level."

Such a tightly reasoned analysis of psycho

analysis provides new insights for social scien

tists and perhaps psychiatrists; conceivably it

can impress and stimulate historians.

Frederick J. Crosson

The Trial of Socrates. I. F. Stone. Little,

Brown, 1988. $18.95; paper, $9.95.

Imagine a contemporary liberal journalist

assigned to get the real story on the famous

prosecution of 399 B.C.: not graphic descrip

tions of the proceedings, although we do follow

the steps of the trial, but careful analyses of

the political background, legal issues, argu

ments, and justice of the verdict. (Because he

thinks the condemnation to death was legal

but might have been avoided, Stone also de

scribes how Socrates should have argued his

case.) Adroitly written, as one would expect,

carefully researched, and,
not surprisingly, re

flecting a civil libertarian perspective. Infor

mative and a pleasure to read.

Pagans and Christians. Robin Lane Fox.

Knopf, 1987. $35.

Everyone knows that in the late Roman Em

pire, paganism slowly yielded to the
spread of

Christianity. But what was everyday life for

the pagan and the Christian really like?

Drawing together an extraordinary variety

and number of sources including writings,

oracles, coins, archaeology, letters, diaries,
wills, and burial inscriptions this fascinat

ing and illuminating synthesis of recent and

older discoveries gives a vivid sense of how it

was.

Nonduality. David Loy. Yale, 1988. $32.50.

A clearlywritten argument that a core expe

rience common to Buddhism, Vedanta, and

Taoism underlies the bifurcation of ordinary

consciousness into subject and object. Much

Western writing about the Asian traditions

never escapes from the languages, leaving the
reader with a baggage of terms and a feeling of
puzzlement. Loy presents a careful analysis of

perception, action, and thinking that conveys

what such a core experience of nonduality

could be, and he clarifies it by constant refer

ence to relevant Western philosophies. Acces

sible and interesting.

Metaphysical Horror. Leszek Kolakowski.

Blackwell, 1988. $16.95.

Metaphysics has increasingly perforative

connotations: the search for ultimate founda

tion seems inconsistentwith the finitude ofour

knowledge and language. Yet the assertion

that the quest is impossible, that philosophy in

the grand sense is at an end, can itself not

claim to be founded on any transcendent ac

cess to truth. Kolakowski contends that the

desire to know what is true without qualifi

cations cannot reasonably be eradicated from

the human mind and that it would not be de

sirable to eradicate this desire even if we

could. A thoughtful and thought-provoking re

flection on the human condition.

Women in theEarliest Churches. BenWith-

erington III. Cambridge Univ., 1988. $39.50.

This book is a judicious analysis of the posi

tion of women in the early Christian commu

nities as reflected in the Pauline epistles,

Luke, the other evangelists, and the post-New

Testament churches. The author argues that,

in contrast to the surrounding society (Roman

and eastern Mediterranean), the church and

the Christian community offered new roles

and a new status for women. Overall, however,
the attitude ofearly Christianity was not a re

pudiation of the patriarchal structure of so

ciety but a reformation or transformation of it,

in line with the general teaching that the task

ofChristians was the restoration, not the abo

lition, of God's creative plan. The notes give

ample attention to the current debate.

Galileo Heretic. Pietro Redondi. Princeton,

1987. $29.95.

It is now generally agreed that Giordano

Bruno was condemned not for his cosmological

theories but for his unorthodox religious

views. This book attempts to make a similar

case about Galileo, on the basis of Redondi's

discovery of a previously unknown document

in the Vatican archives accusing Galileo's The

Assayer of holding an atomistic doctrine in

compatible with the orthodox conception of the

Eucharist. Redondi tries to show that this ac

cusation was the unacknowledged basis of

Galileo's trial 10 years later. I found the case he

makes unconvincing (the authorship of the

document in question is uncertain, there is no

mention elsewhere of such a ground, and there

is ample motive for the trial in the grounds al

leged, namely, the publication of a defense of

the truth of Copernicanism in the Two World

Systems). But the narrative reads like an in

tellectual detective story, and the milieu of

17th-century Italy comes dramatically alive.

Robert B. Heilman

OscarWilde. Richard Ellmann. Knopf, 1988.

$24.95.

Ellmann traces Wilde's life almost week by
week, but the reader's interest is always held

by Ellmann's urbanity of style, often gently

ironic, and subtle insight into the giftedwriter

and talker tempted from college days by the

out-of-bounds and drawn to the self-destructive.

Torquemada. Benito Perez Galdos. Tr. by
Frances M. L6pez-Morillas. Columbia Univ.,
1986. $25.

This Spanish tetralogy (1889-95) thor

oughly and ironically records Madrid life

through the career of an uncouth usurer and

financial genius co-opted by a penniless aristo

cratic family through marriage, used by them

for social glory, promoted into political
conspic-

uousness, and, in a long dying, besieged by a

priest trying, with uncertain results, to save

his soul.

"FinnegansWake": A Plot Summary. John

Gordon. Syracuse, 1987. $37.50; paper, $17.50.

Gordon executes plausibly his "purpose": "to

recount the events of Joyce's book in the order

of their occurrence, and to describe as accu

rately as possible the place and the people in

volved in the
action."

He assumes that Joyce

remained
"realistic"

and
"mimetic."

The Complete Plain Words. Sir Ernest

Gower. Rev. by Sidney Greenbaum and Janet

Whitcut. Godine, 1988. $18.95.

This guide to sound English, written by an

Englishman attacking vague and bloated gov

ernment language, will appeal to Americans.

Like the original author, the revisers seek a

sensible middle ground between pedantic

rules and an anything-goes permissiveness.

Their style is plain, forceful, often witty.

The Pleasures of Japanese Literature.

Donald Keene. Columbia, 1986. $22.

Keene amiably and lucidly explains, for

Western readers, Japanese aesthetics (the ba

sic principles are suggestion, irregularity,

simplicity, and perishability) (25 pp.), the

principles and history of the poetry (50 pp.),

the workings of the fiction (25 pp.) and of No,

Kabuki, and other theatrical styles (25 pp.).

In the GreenMorning:Memories ofFeder-

ico. Francisco Garcia Lorca. Tr. by Christo

pher Maurer. New Directions, 1986. $23.50;

paper, $12.95.

Fourteen sections contain a brother's some

what random reminiscences of the dramatist

and poet home life, childhood, school days,

friends, law school, artistic development. Ten

later sections dealwith Lorca's plays origins,

influences, productions, and stage history. The

translator's English sometimes slumps.

A Ringing Glass: The Life ofRainerMaria

Rilke. Donald Prater. Oxford, 1986. $27.50.
Prater's biography is encyclopedically inclu

sive, descriptive rather than analytical; it is

virtually a reference work. It follows faithfully
Rilke 's numerous changes of scene and lovers.

After the Raj: British Novels of India

Since 1947. David Rubin. New England, 1987.

$19.95.

A good guide to Anglo-Indian fiction, with a

summary of pre-1947 writing and a full treat

ment of post-1947 works. For many writers,

the old cliches and stereotypes still hold. The

notable exceptions are Paul Scott and Kamala

Markandaya, who, along with Ruth Jhabvala,
are treated at length.
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Constance Ring. Amalie Skram. Tr. by Ju
dith Messick with Katherine Hanson. Seal,
1988. $10.95.

This Norwegian novel of1885 is partly an Ib-

senesque portrayal of rigid conventionalities

and the double standard of sexual conduct, but

more interestingly a study ofa neurotic femme
fatale who cannot endure human imperfections

and makes three men as unhappy as she is.

The Life ofHenry Brulard. Stendhal. Tr. by
Jean Stewart and B. C. J. G. Knight. Univ. of

Chicago, 1986. $12.95.

In its candor, wit, ruthless comments on

family, friends, other figures, and indeed the

author himself, and in an arrangement of ma

terials that often ignores chronology, Stend

hal's famous work seems less an autobiogra

phy than an almost random collection of

memories and observations. It is spontaneous,

vivacious, unpretentious, and shrewd.

Pure Lives: The Early Biographers. Reed

Whittemore. Johns Hopkins, 1988. $16.95.
"Pure"

biographies such as those by
Plutarch, Aelfric, Vasari, Holinshed, Samuel

Johnson are records of public lives, edifying

by example or error. Boswell, the author's final

figure, began the modern trend, where con

cern iswith the "self or the personality.Whit-

temore's style is engaging, fresh, and lively.

John Dryden and His Worlds. James An

derson Winn. Yale, 1987. $29.95.

Striving successfully to write for a general

as well as a professional audience, Winn de

scribes the
"world"

or worlds familial, edu

cational, political, literary in which Dryden

wrote, and Dryden's writings and life as they
are illuminated by these relationships.

Robert P. Sonkowsky

Pandora's Daughters: The Role and Status

ofWomen in Greek and Roman Antiquity.

Eva Cantarella. Tr. byMaureen B. Fant. Johns

Hopkins, 1987. $30; paper, $9.95.

Women in Greek Myth. Mary R. Lefkowitz.

Johns Hopkins, 1986. $22.50.

The Family in Ancient Rome: New Per

spectives. Ed. by Beryl Rawson. Cornell,
1986. $27.50.

Women and the Ideal Society: Plato's Re

public and Modern Myths of Gender.

Natalie Harris Bluestone. Univ. ofMassachu

setts, 1987. $25; paper, $11.95.

Cantarella's book was originally published

in Italian in 1981 but was updated to 1984 for

this translation. The author views the life of

ancientGreek and Roman women in archaeol

ogy, myth, history, literature, politics, and law.

She draws pessimistic conclusions and lessons

concerning the limitations on women and their

inferior status. She also finds against the

hypothesis of a prehistoric matriarchy. She

warns of the reversability of women's eman

cipation.

Lefkowitz also has high regard for the evi

dence and emphasizes her unwillingness to

read 20th-century concerns into it. Within the

context ofGreek culture, for example, she sees

Greekmen not as misogynists but as pioneers

in understanding and valuing women's roles;

even Helen ofTroy is portrayed by Homer and

Euripides in such away as to show that her ap

peal to men derives not from her sexiness but

from her intelligence. Women in myth are

viewed as exemplifying not the feminine but

the human condition.

Rawson and her collaborators study various

aspects of the Roman family, including the
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roles and positions of women, children,
wet-

nurses, slaves, and so on, for the purpose of

showing the limits of the evidence and the

frontiers of scholarship on familial and inter

personal relations. The eight contributors

offer certain unifying strands, which are

summed up by Rawson. A central chapter by
W. K. Lacey suggests that Roman family

structure, based on the famous institution of

patria potestas, is replicated in the Roman

state. Bibliographies for further study of the

Roman family are provided.

Bluestone also deals rigorously with her

topic, Plato's dialogue TheRepublic and its im

plications for women in later times, especially

in academe today, and for ancient feminism.

She sees Plato's idea that both women andmen

might participate in the ruling class of his

ideal state as revolutionary. She disagrees

with feminists who downplay reason. She

disapproves of scholars who have missed the

significance of the "Philosopher
Queen"

and

praises those few who see women as qualified

to use intelligence and to rule.

The Body and Society: Men, Women, and

Sexual Renunciation in Early Christian

ity. Peter Brown. Columbia Univ., 1988. $45.

Porneia: On Desire and the Body in Antiq
uity. Aline Rousselle. Tr. by Felicia Pheasant.

Basil Blackwell, 1988. $50.

Peter Brown's book is a masterpiece, Aline

Rousselle's, a fascinating, older study first

published in French in 1983. Rousselle gath

ers and analyzes information from sources

such as ancient Greek and Latin medical

treatises, inscriptions, and medieval monastic

writings to discern ideas about sex and every

day sexual behavior, including the relations of

women and men with each other and with

their own bodies; chastity; lust; the birth, care,
and sacrifice ofbabies; and the struggle for sal

vation by continence and castration. Her book

is an attempt at a kind of intellectual history
of the body, pointing more generally toward

the powerful influence of these ideas and prac

tices on culture and its transformations.

Brown, who limits his focus to early Chris

tianity, from Paul to Augustine, examines in

illuminating ways the development of the the

ory and practice of permanent sexual conti

nence. He studies Tertullian, Marcion, the

Gnostic Valentinus, Clement of Alexandria,

Origen, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine, as well

as the Eastern ascetics, and Gregory ofNyssa,
John Chrysostom, and others. Brown's deeply
sympathetic account succeeds in giving life to

important and ordinary Christians alike in

their struggleswith their sexuality in relation

to one another and to God. The epilogue con

trasts these great varieties of development in

late antique Christianity with the very dif

ferent world of early medieval Christianity.

HolyWomen ofTwelfth-Century England.
Sharon K. Elkins. Univ. of North Carolina,

1988. $29.95.

Holy Women of the Syrian Orient. Tr. with

an introduction by Sebastian P. Brock and

Susan Ashbrook Harvey. Univ. of California,
1987. $28.

Maenads,Martyrs, Matrons,Monastics: A

Sourcebook on Women's Religions in the

Greco-RomanWorld. Ed. by Ross S. Kramer.

Fortress, 1988. $34.95; paper, $19.95.

The Plays ofHrotswitha of Gandershein.

Tr. by Larissa Bonfante with Alexandra Bon-

fante-Warren. Bolchazy-Carducci, 1986. $16.50.

Elkins focuses on English religious women

in the 12th century but includes background

from the time of the Norman Conquest and

some comment on the 13th century. Her

sources are mainly documents
written by men.

From these she draws convincing inferences

about the structure of femalemonasticism and

hermeticism, with insights into the daily lives

and the spirituality of the holy women them

selves. She traces a development, especially

among the Gilbertine religious, from close,

mutually supportive relations
between monks

and nuns to more regulated, distant, "invis
ible"

relations.

The rest of the books in this review contain

translated documents concerning women and

religion. Brock and Harvey's exquisite anthol

ogy of 15
saints'

lives (from the 4th to the 7th

centuries A.D.) opens with a substantial intro

duction, and each life is preceded by a short

preface giving relevant facts and emphasizing

significant points. The purpose of the book is to

redress the imbalances in Christian church

history favoring the male religious and em

phasizing Western Christianity. The ancient

Syrian churches at the eastern end of theMed

iterranean and inland into Persia form one

such slighted, but vital heritage, replete with

texts, varying from accounts based on eyewit

ness reports to romantic legend. The editors

emphasize that these female saints and mar

tyrs rebelled mightily against their secular

environs not from some internal "assertive-

ness"

but from a higher and overarching

purpose.

Kramer has provided a useful, diverse col

lection of translations of excerpts on women in

religion from ancient Greek, Roman, Ara

maic, Hebrew, Syriac, and Coptic sources, with

the focus on Judaism and Christianity in the

West, chiefly from the 4th century B.C. to the

early 5th century A.D. Kramer has organized

the selections somewhat chronologically and

by themes in six sections, each of which has a

couple of pages of commentary.

Bonfante and Bonfante-Warren introduce

their work with only a few pages of notes, so

the book's chiefvirtue is, again, the usefulness

of availability. Glosses have been incorporated

into the text of the translation. These plays of

Hrotswitha, the 10th-century Saxon poet and

canoness of the Benedictine Abbey at Gander-

sheim, are important in medieval Latin dra

matic literature and in their hagiographical

and women's monastic context.

The Greek Way of Death. Robert Garland.

Cornell, 1985. $22.50.

This volume walks us along the ancient

Greek road to, through, and beyond death.

Garland uses literature (the tragedians, Ho

mer, Plato, et al.), archaeology (27 plates), and

some comparative anthropological and psy

chological studies. He expounds on the stages

ofdying, the laying out of the body, the proces
sion to interment, interment, the 30-day tran
sition from burial to integration in the spirit

world, and life in Hades. The tour starts with a

discussion of the power and status of the dead;
includes thorough commentary on the reac

tions and participation of the survivors; distin

guishes between the ordinary dead and special

categories such as dead heroes, the untimely
dead, the murdered and murderers, and sui

cides; and it ends with the tending of the tomb
and the eschatology of the tomb visit.

The Metamorphosis of Persephone: Ovid

and the Self-Conscious Muse. Stephen

Hinds. Cambridge Univ., 1987. $39.50.

This is an incisive study of the story of the

(continued on page 6)
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Rape of Persephone as told by Ovid in the

Metamorphoses and in the Fasti. Hinds sub

jects the differences and similarities between

the two versions to the keenest analysis to date

and places them in the spectrum of literary
genres, the former with more affinity to epic,

the latter to elegiac. He emphasizes that nei

ther is the perfect paradigm of either genre,
and he sees Ovid as playing with paradoxical

overlaps between the two genres, in an endless

tease. Clearly and delightfully written.

The Law in Classical Athens. Douglas M.

MacDowell. Cornell, 1986. $12.95.
This highly deserved reprinting of the 1978

book onAthenian law remains amarvelous in

troduction in beautifully plain English to a

complex subject: the development ofGreek law

from primitive times; its scope in the social,

economic, and religious structures, especially
ofAthens; and its procedures.

Prophesying Tragedy: Sign and Voice in
Sophocles'

Theban Plays. RebeccaW. Bush

nell. Cornell, 1988. $18.95.

This book is a genuine contribution to

knowledge where that might no longer seem

possible, in understanding
Sophocles'

Anti

gone, Oedipus the King, and Oedipus at

Colonus. Bushnell clarifies the relationship

between heroes and prophets and between the

use of prophecy in politics and literature. She

makes use ofmodern theory ofdiscourse while

using a clear and compelling style.

Trials of Character: The Eloquence of Ci

ceronian Ethos. James M. May. Univ. of

North Carolina, 1988. $27.50.

May persuasively demonstrates the pivotal
importance of social status, personal character,

and what might be loosely termed rhetorical
"image"

in Roman that is, Ciceronian

oratory and in the social and political struc

ture shaping rhetorical technique and audi

ence response. He analyzes Cicero's speeches,

demonstrating the course of Cicero's career

and the development of his image. Although

this proved not to be teflon-coated, he used it,

along with techniques of attacking his oppo
nents'

characters, with brilliant effectiveness.

Ovid Renewed: Ovidian Influences on Lit

erature and Art from the Middle Ages to

the Twentieth Century. Ed. by Charles Mar-

tindale. Cambridge Univ., 1988. $49.50.

This is a collection of papers by various

scholars showing how writers and artists from

the 12th to the 20th century used and reused,

imitated and emulated, undermined and im

proved Ovid's poetry. The splendid variety of

responses to Ovid demonstrated will interest

students of Classical traditions in literature,

art, and culture.

Poetry and Its Public in Ancient Greece:

From Homer to the Fifth Century. Bruno

Gentili. Tr., with an introduction, by

A. Thomas Cole. Johns Hopkins, 1988. $29.50.

This skillful translation of Gentili's 1985

book in Italian is an expansion and unification

of several of his studies of archaic Greek po

etry from the point of view of its oral nature

and the audiences for which it was performed.

Gentili's valuable analyses of Sappho, Alcaeus,

Simonides, Pindar, and other lyric poets bril

liantly show the relationships among original

text, different occasions for performance,
and

interpretation. Especially valuable are his syn

theses of, and demonstration of
respect toward,

many previous scholars and theorists such as

Havelock, Parry, McLuhan, and Nietzsche.

Russell Stevens

Science as a Process: An EvolutionaryAc
count of the Social and Conceptual Devel

opment of Science. David L. Hull, Univ. of

Chicago, 1988. $39.95.

The Behavior of the Earth: Continental

and Seafloor Mobility. Claude Allegre. Tr.

by Deborah Kurmes Van Dam. Harvard, 1988.
$35.

These are very different books; they are

paired here only to the extent that each ad

dresses the first throughout, the second only
here and there an issue critical to the aware

ness of the educated public of the way in which

science really works.

Hull's approach is to examine the history of

systematic biology and the interplay ofpersons
and ideas during that history. Obviously, these
details will be more meaningful to those who

happen also to know of the events first-hand,
but a careful reading of the accountwill suffice

for most who undertake it. From this history,
the author develops a theory of the scientific

process closely analogous to biological evolu

tion. Some may well disagree, but the thesis is

vigorously defended and minutely argued, and

it merits thoughtful consideration.

Allegre's description of how the concept of

plate tectonics eventually won widespread ac

ceptance is reflected in this delightfully read

able English translation. The account itself is

well worth the reader's time and attention.

The anecdotes throughout the book, which

personalize the process and reflect the actu

alities of the interplay of persons, person

alities, and ideas, are a dividend.

Oasis in Space: EarthHistory from the Be

ginning. Preston Cloud. Norton, 1988. $29.95.

Here is, in effect, a textbook that has the

rare quality of not reading like a textbook.

Fortunately, Preston Cloud is one of the few

thoroughly competent and distinguished sci

entists who can construct attractive prose. As

a consequence, readers who have no apprecia

ble background in geology and related fields

can, from a volume such as this, gain signifi

cant insight into the story ofEarth's origin and

development. If the space program has done

nothing else, it has arguably been worthwhile

in bringing the planet's human inhabitants to
a realization ofwhere this tiny, fragile sphere

stands in relation to the immensity of space.

Other Healers: Unorthodox Medicine in

America. Ed. by Norman Gevitz. Johns Hop

kins, 1988. $37.50; paper, $12.95.

Just under a dozen of the various unortho

dox health-related movements that have en

joyed substantial public support in the United

States at one time or another over the past two

centuries or more are treated in this compila

tion. In the preface, the editor asserts his in

tent to "provide a scholarly
perspective."

To a

gratifying extent I feel that this objective has

in fact been achieved, although the contribut

ing authors are often dealing with practices

and practitioners that seem on the verge of the

bizarre. The essays are readable and worth

reading.

First the Seed: The Political Economy of

Plant Biotechnology, 1492-2000. Jack Ralph

Kloppenburg, Jr. Cambridge Univ., 1988.

$37.50.

Two themes, one general and one more spe

cific, carry through this study ofwhat the dust

jacket appropriately cites as the "irreducible

core of crop
production."

The general public

knows all too little of the nature and history of

crop breeding and seed production over the

past several centuries; as the nation's farm

population drops to an ever-tinier fraction of

the total, public awareness of dependence on

agriculture continues to lessen. Kloppenburg's

book will do much to fill the void. His special

interest, however, is a perceived distortion of

the seed production enterprise by the emer

gence ofprivate industry, as distinct from pub

licly supported laboratories. He pleads for

readjustment of that relationship before bio

technology, in its modern form, has been with

us too long.

Anna J. Schwartz

American
"Reparations"

to Germany,
1919-33: Implications for the Third-World

Debt Crisis. Stephen A. Schuker. Princeton

Studies in International Finance, No. 61, July
1988. Department of Economics, Princeton

Univ. $6.50.

This monograph maintains that German

borrowing and default during theWeimar Re

public provide a perspective on the current

debt problems of Latin American countries.

On the basis ofhis examination of the statisti

cal record, the author demonstrates that the

Reich paid no net reparations to its wartime

enemies. In fact, it obtained gross resources

equal to 5.3 percent of its national income from

1919 to 1931 (2.1 percent net of all reparations

transferred), after stabilization, in the form of

direct investment, bond finance, and inter

bank lending by its erstwhile enemies and,

during the earlier hyperinflation phase, in

flows provided by speculation on the mark.

These capital inflows can be regarded as re

verse reparations, hence the quotation marks

in the title of the monograph. Even after 1931,
the Standstill Agreement granted the Reich
"essential"

imports. Default on its long-term

debt followed by stages between 1931 and 1934,
for political rather than financial reasons.

The author demolishes a number of miscon

ceptions: (1) Earlier students held that in 1929

because of the New York stock market boom,
American lending to the Reich abruptly

ceased. The outflow, in fact, declined only after

1930, as the Depression deepened. (2) It was

not true that the Reich could not pay repa

rations because of an unavoidable current

account deficit. The Reich made a political

decision to grant a shorter work week and

higher real wages than those warranted by
productivity trends. Had it opted to improve

its competitiveness, the Reich could have gen

erated an export surplus. (3) It was not true

that what the United States lent to Germany
was transferred to the Allies as reparations

and by them to the United States as repay
ment for war debts, so no real capital transfer
could occur. During the peak years, 1924-28,
the United States averaged $1.63 billion in an

nual foreign lending, whereas Allied remit

tances onwar-debt account averaged only $185

million. There were no payment problems on

account of war debts. (4) It was not true that

tariff barriers in the 1920s prevented Euro

peans from servicing their debts. The 1930

Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act was deleterious, but
it had little to do with the bond defaults in the

early 1930s.

The author concludes that the Latin Ameri-
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can debtors of today are following the same

course as the Reich, which overborrowed in the
1920s, squandered its resources on public and

private consumption, and then for political

reasons deliberately failed to adjust its policies
to meet its obligations.

Day of Reckoning: The Consequences of

American Economic Policy Under Rea

gan and After. Benjamin M. Friedman. Ran

dom House, 1988. $19.95.

Like an Old Testament prophet, Harvard

economist Benjamin Friedman decries the

legacy of the Reagan federal budget deficit,
which he links to high real interest rates that

have impeded investment and hindered produc

tivity gains, to the half-decade of an overvalued

dollar that has impaired our competitiveness,

and to the growth ofour external and internal

debt that hasmortgaged our future prosperity

and diminished prospects for raising our stan

dard of living. He condemns the Reagan tax

reduction policy as a colossal failure, and

treats the Reagan years as a violent departure

from previous economic experience. To proceed

on our present course means leaving the debts

to our children an immoral choice, in his

view. We could reduce personal or government

consumption, and thus save more, but he sees

no consensus in favor of government spending

cuts. Although a consumption tax would be

preferable, it would be difficult to enact, so he

proposes instead an increase of three percent

age points in marginal income tax rates, from

15 and 28 percent to 18 and 31 percent, respec

tively, to raise as much as $75 billion per year.

Friedman acknowledges no positive accom

plishment of the Reagan presidency. The tax

increase he advocates seems paltry if that will

suffice to undo the enormous harm he alleges

the Reagan tax cut produced. But the links be

tween budget deficits and the variables he

highlights are not so well established as he

suggests. Some countries with budget sur

pluses have trade deficits and undervalued

currencies, and some with budget deficits have

overvalued currencies and trade surpluses.

The largest Reagan deficit as a percentage of

GNP coexisted with declining interest rates.

Nevertheless, this is the book to read for a

prosecutorial indictment of the Reagan years.

Governing the $5 Trillion Economy. Her

bert Stein. Oxford, 1989. $17.95.

Herbert Stein, a long-time student of the

federal budget process, here advocates budget

reform, not to reduce or increase government

spending, but to formulate the budget so as to

make more visible the broad allocation of na

tional output that it influences. In Stein's ap

proach, the president would state his plans for

dealing with the nation's chiefproblems at the
outset of his administration and describe how

he intended categories of uses of national out

put to be affected, given a four-year budget

framework. The Federal Reserve in turn

would be required to set a four-year target for a

nominal variable, with which the budget esti

mates would be consistent. The president

would submit appropriation requests for the

next two years in accordance with the budget.

Increases and decreases in different categories

would be responsive to the president's alloca

tion preferences. The aggregate surplus or def

icit would reflect his objective for the share of

national output to be devoted to saving and in

vestment, and would change only gradually

from year to year. The policy aim would be to

prevent short-run fluctuations of the economy

from disturbing the long-run path of the ratio

of federal debt to GNP.

The Underground Economies: Tax Eva

sion and Information Distortion. Ed. by
Edgar L. Feige. Cambridge Univ., 1989.

$44.50.

The essays in this volume were prepared for

an International Conference on the Unob

served Economy in 1982. They explore the na

ture, meaning, and measurement of activities

that are designed to be concealed from govern

ments of market economies. The essay on the

United States identifies three interrelated un

derground economies: one spawned by eco

nomic crime ("illegal"), one by tax evasion

("unreported"), and one by false information

("unrecorded"). Essays on underground ac

tivities in other nations deal with Canada,

Germany, Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden,
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Norway, Italy, and France. In centrally

planned systems, what is designated the "sec

ond is interwoven with the official

economy; two chapters examine the experi

ence of the Soviet Union and Hungary. Dif

ferent empirical procedures yield conflicting

estimates of the size and growth of the under

ground economy. The contributors to the vol

ume carefully assess the validity of varying

approaches to measurement problems.

Lawrence Willson

America Through Russian Eyes, 1874-

1926. Ed. and tr. by Olga Peters Hasty and

Susanne Fusso. Yale, 1988. $25.

Six Russian travelers in America here re

cord their impressions of this country, their at

titudes ranging from an initial enthusiasm

and admiration for the vitality of the Ameri

cans and their faith in progress to a sense that

America is less a model than a threat to Rus

sian greatness to a grudging approval of

American technology, even though America

"lacked a technological The affec

tionate interest in America of Turgenev,

Tolstoy, and even Dostoyevsky gave way to un

friendly criticism, the pivotal figure in the

change beingMaxim Gorky, who came here in

1906 and later published strongly vituperative

articles about his experiences (even though he

wrote more savagely than he felt).

The Achievement of Cormac McCarthy.

Vereen M. Bell. Louisiana State Univ., 1988.

$22.50.

It is high time that we begin to pay serious

attention to CormacMcCarthy, whose five nov

els have shown, says Bell, that "he is a major

writer in all of the conventional senses of the

word, our best unknown writer by many mea
sures."

Because he is a Southerner, of the

school (if that's what it is) of Faulkner and

Flannery O'Connor, we can expect to find in

his novels a full representation of demented

preachers and priests, of idiots and misfits.

They move and have their being in an at

mosphere of evil: gratuitous, real, and violent

evil, which they accept because there is

nothing else they can do. They do not think

about their condition because impoverished

culturally, spiritually, and philosophically

they lack the wherewithal for thinking. They
are "for the most part solitary and unsocial-

ized . . . wholly indifferent to discourse and

have no interest in ideas about how societies

are sustained and kept
coherent."

There is no

preachment or moralizing in McCarthy's nov

els, for he presents no summarizing explicator.

We see what there is to see through the eyes of

the characters (as if they were, however

cramped in reaction, inheritors of the method

of Henry James), and seeing, we learn how

people can "impose some human rule upon

their otherwise bereft lives and change mere

living into
being."

A final and great justifica

tion of the novels is in McCarthy's rich and

sensitive language, which at its best, which is
most of the time, approaches the magical.

The Harper Book of American Quota

tions. Gorton Carruth and Eugene Ehrlich.

Harper & Row, 1988. $35.

Here is a rich field for browsing among the
memorableor at least rememberable

remarks made by Americans and a few others

about other Americans and things in general.
The quotations are organized in categories

from Action, Admiration, and Adversity
(continued on back cover)
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Pretending to Be Asleep, Barn Fever and
Other Poems, and Praying Wrong: New

and SelectedPoems, 1957-1984. He is as
sociated with the Houghton Mifflin Com

pany as poetry editor and as editor of

"Peter Davison
Books,"

and he serves as

poetry editor of The Atlantic.

Karl Galinsky, Robert M. Armstrong
Centennial Professor ofClassics, Univer

sity ofTexas at Austin. Twice recipient of

excellence-in-teaching awards from his

university and former classicist-in-

residence at the American Academy in

Rome, he is author ofAeneas, Sicily, and

Rome; TheHerakles Theme; Ovid'sMeta

morphoses; and Perspectives of Roman

Poetry.

Alan J. Hoffman, fellow and research

staffmember, T. J. Watson Research Cen

ter, IBM. Amember of the National Acad

emy of Sciences and a fellow of the New

York Academy of Sciences as well as the

American Academy ofArts and Sciences,
he was the founding editor otLinearAl
gebra and Its Applications.

Recommended Reading
(continued from page 7)

through Baseball, Beauty, Crime, Death, and

Debt to Wealth, Wisdom, Woman, Work, and

Youth. The people quoted range from George

Abbott and Bella Abzug to Andrew and Brig
ham Young, Israel Zangwill, and F. B. Zinkle.

Liberace is there, as are John Denver, Zsa Zsa

Gabor, and Marilyn Monroe (cited twice, as is

James Monroe). Emerson is, quite properly,

cited 239 times; Mark Twain, rather stingily
(and surprisingly), only 117 times; Henry
James and Dorothy Parker, 14 times each. All

our presidents save one (Zachary Taylor) have

uttered at least one quotable remark (four of

them Tyler, Fillmore, Buchanan, and

Arthur only one). Lincoln, of course, has a

whole section all his own. Still, for all the rich

ness, one notes certain important omissions.

Where, for example, is William McKinley's

solemn defense of the sacredness of money?

Norval Morris, Julius Kreeger Profes
sor ofLaw and Criminology, University of
Chicago. A fellow of the American Acad

emy ofArts and Sciences and the Ameri

can Bar Foundation, he is the author of

The Habitual Criminal, Capital Punish

ment, The Future of Imprisonment, and
Madness and the Criminal Law.

Nel Noddings, professor of education,

Stanford University. She is former direc

tor of the Stanford Teacher Education

Program and twice received the excel

lence-in-teaching award in the School of

Education. Her publications include Car

ing: A Feminine Approach to Ethics and

Moral Education, Awakening the Inner

Eye: Intuition in Education, and Women

and Evil (forthcoming).

Michael Silverstein, Samuel N. Harper

Professor in the departments of anthro

pology, linguistics, and behavioral sci

ences, University of Chicago. He has

been aMacArthur fellow as well as a vis

iting fellow of the Max-Planck-Institut

fur Psycholinguistik and of the Research

School of Pacific Studies (ANU, Can

berra), and is currently a senior research

fellow of the Center for Psychosocial

Studies (Chicago).

Paul J. Steinhardt, professor ofphysics,

University of Pennsylvania. A theoreti

cal physicist, he has been a visiting pro

fessor at Tel Aviv University and at IBM

Research, as well as a member of the In-

And why, if Henry James can be quoted on

Newport, Boston, and Baltimore, is he not

quoted on the "delicious
difference"

of south

ern California from the rest of the country: "I

speak ofcourse all ofnature and climate, fruits

and flowers, for there is absolutely nothing

else, and the sense of the shining social and

human inane is utter"? And surely a book of

American quotations ought to include Mayor

John F. Hylan's famous compliment to an ob

servation of Marie of Romania: "You said a

mouthful,
Queen!"

College ofWilliam andMary
Refurbishes Apollo Room

Paul Verkuil, president of the College

of William and Mary, was among the

speakers at a reception on April 10 to

reopen the refurbished Apollo Room in

Phi Beta Kappa Memorial Hall on the

campus in Williamsburg, Virginia. The

meeting place for Alpha of Virginia

Chapter, which traces its history back to

the studentswho organized the Society in

1776, has been redecorated in Queen

Anne style, with a banquet table, wing

chairs, a hunt board, and several 18th-

century portraits ofearly members of the

chapter.

Encouraged by historian Ludwell John

son of theWilliam andMary faculty, who
is amember ofthe chapter, the college ad

ministration provided $50,000 for the

facelift. On exhibit at the entrance to the

room is a display case containing a vari

ety of $BK keys and other memorabilia.

stitute for Advanced Study in Princeton.
He is coauthor of The Physics of

Quasi-

crystals.

Richard S.Westfall, Distinguished Pro

fessor of the History and Philosophy of

Science, Indiana University. His books

include Science and Religion in Seven

teenth Century England, Force in New

ton'sPhysics, The Construction ofModern

Science, and Never at Rest: A Biography
of Isaac Newton. He is a fellow of the

American Academy ofArts and Sciences

and the Royal Society ofLiterature.

F. Eugene Yates, Crump Professor of

Medical Engineering and professor of

medicine, University of California, Los

Angeles. He was named a Centennial

Scholar ofJohns Hopkins University and

a Distinguished Lecturer at Indiana

University. He is the editor of Self-

Organizing Systems: The Emergence of

Order, a book that reflects his research on

the dynamics of complex systems.
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