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1971-72 PHI BETA KAPPA VISITING SCHOLARS 

Phi Beta Kappa's Visiting Scholars for 1971-72 will include 
ten distinguished m e n and w o m e n whose fields of activity 
range from creative writing to Antarctic exploration. 

N o w in its fifteenth year, the program continues its chief aim 
of bringing to the campus Scholars with a wide range of inter
ests and the ability to communicate to both specialists and the 
general undergraduate community. A reading of chapter re
ports indicates that scheduling currently emphasizes very in
formal sessions with students. The Scholars, students and 
campuses heartily support such gatherings, which come under 
m a n y different names — snack bar conference, general rap 
session, coffee break, open forum, lunch-discussion — but 
which all take place in a relaxed atmosphere where there 
can be real 'give and take' and 

fcthe discussion can deal with par
ticulars. One Scholar wrote, 

"Those are the moments which 
seem best to m e ; it is not only that 
I enjoy them more, but they are 
the moments when I think an 
older mind really reaches a 
younger one." 
O n e of the scholars for 1970-71, 
pointed out that not only should 
informal gatherings be planned 
but the day should be arranged 
so that unstructured events might 
occur; "The m o o d of m y visit was 1 | J ' 
informal, relaxed, seemingly un-
demanding. For example on the Walter Kaufmann 
first day I . . . had the afternoon completely free before a 
dinner and the formal evening lecture. But I was put up in 

a . . . guest suite and at the 
end of m y lecture invited any 
student w h o wished to pursue 
the topic further to drop by in the 
afternoon where I would be read
ing and having coffee in m y room. 
I left the door open and there 
was a constant flow-through of 
students from around 2 p.m. to 
about 5:30; it was simply great— 
easy, moving conversation with 
people coming and going, and the 
kind of time when one feels his 
visit is really worthwhile." A n d 
the chapter reported enthusiasti-

Robert Nisbet cally, "For once the visiting dig-
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nitary was not only a distant figure on a lecture platform, but a 
m a n to meet face to face-to query-to rebut-to get to know." 

Each year the Visiting Scholar 
panel is planned during the sum
mer more than a year before the 
actual visits, at a meeting of the 
senate committee in charge of the 
Visiting Scholar Program which 
recommends and chooses ten m e n 
and w o m e n representing various 
fields of the humanities, social 
sciences and natural sciences. 
Official announcement of the 
panel for the coming academic 
year is made the following Janu
ary to the Phi Beta Kappa 
chapters and their sheltering in-

Froelich Rainey stitutions, with the requirement 
that all requests be sent to the national office by April in 
order to have the Scholars' campus visits worked out by the 
first part of summer. U p to this point the coordinating and 
scheduling are executed by the Washington, D.C. office but 
with the Scholars' itineraries set up, the crucial planning must 
be made by the committees at the college and university level. 
Each visit usually lasts two to three days with arrangements 
being shared by members of the local Phi Beta Kappa chapter 
and faculty members from the Scholar's field of interest and 
related disciplines, and with all preparations subject, of course, 
to the Scholar's approval and suggestions. 
Schedules will differ with each campus, but a carefully 
planned, varied and interesting program might be something 
such as one scholar described. ". . . the Phi Beta Kappa organi
zation here is obviously as ex
perienced as it is enthusiastic, and 
it managed a sensible blend of 
activities that were full and far-
ranging without being exhausting. 
T w o classes, a faculty seminar, a 
student lunch, some student con
ferences, faculty coffee, and a 
well attended, responsively aud-
ienced, public lecture. Unusually 
well advertised, the lecture even 
drew some ex-students from 
Chicago!" 
The ten m e n and w o m e n w h o have 
accepted appointment for this next 
year are: 

w 

Hanna Holborn Gray 


