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24th Triennial Council

To Meet in Minneapolis

The 1955 meeting of the Phi Beta

Kappa Council will take place at the

University of Minnesota from August

31 to September 3, with Alpha of

Minnesota as host. The agenda will in

clude election of senators, the president

and the vice-president.

The Council, the governing body of

the United Chapters, will probably be

attended by more than 350 represen

tatives from Phi Beta Kappa chap

ters and associations. Each of the 160

chapters may appoint three delegates,
and each accredited association one

delegate, except that two may be ap

pointed if the membership of the asso

ciation numbers more than 200. The

names of delegates should be sent to

the United Chapters by June 1 so that

they may be included in the roll of the

Council.

The registration fee, including meals

and accommodation on the campus,

has been tentatively set at $22 per

person. Delegates will be housed in

dormitories only a short distance from

the student union building, where the

cafeteria is located, and where the

business meetings will be held.

Since the amount set aside for the

Council Fund from initiation fees has

been increased from $.50 to $1.00, the

Fund should be adequate this year to

reimburse one active resident member

of each chapter for travel expenses.

Each chapter is currently preparing an

estimate of the costs of travel to and

from Minneapolis; until these returns

have all been received by the United

Chapters, the extent to which the

Fund will cover the total expenses will

remain uncertain. It is expected, how

ever, that the Fund will cover most, if

not all, of the traveling expenses.

$BK Policy on Athletics
The following statement, summarizing conclusions on policy reached by the

Senate and the Committee on Qualifications, has been sent to the Phi Beta Kappa

chapters and associations, not only for their general information, but in order to

encourage each chapter to do what it can to support at the sheltering institution the

same standards required of institutions applyingfor a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa:

At each of the last four annual meet

ings the Senate has devoted time to the

problem of athletic practices at insti

tutions applying for a chapter of Phi

Beta Kappa. Since 1951, upon the in

structions of the Senate, the Com

mittee on Qualifications has regularly
inquired about these practices at every

applying institution retained for ex

amination. For the information of ap

plying institutions, the Senate in 1954

approved the following statement of

policy, which will be added to the

Founding Leaflet sent to every institu

tion expressing interest in a chapter:

{Continued on page 2)

The conference room ol the new *BK headquorters being used for the first time for an informal gathering be
fore o meeting ol the Executive Committee on March 30

Seated around a borrowed table in this paneled splendor are:

Carl Billman, Secretary of the United Chapters,- Goodrich C. White, President- Edward C. Kirkland, Senator; Guy
Stanton Ford, Senator and former President; William T. Hastings, Vice-President; and Mrs. Kirkland.

'
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Athletics continued

Phi Beta Kappa notes with concern certain

tendencies in intercollegiate athletics that are

likely to prevent many institutions from reach

ing sound educational goals or from aiding their

students to reach them. If an institution awards

to athletes scholarships and other financial as

sistance in larger sums, either in total or in

individual grants, than to other undergraduates,

it does not encourage scholars and scholarship

with equitable generosity. It an institution re

moves athletics sometimes to the extent of

a quarantine from the control of the usual

academic authorities, it runs the risk ot toler

ating or encouraging the growth of undesirable

practices. The proper regulation of intercollegiate

athletics requires that athletic policies be deter

mined and executed by those responsible for the

learning process as a whole.

The Senate of the United Chapters therefore

advises the Committee on Qualifications to re

quire that an applying institution meet, as a

minimum, the following standards:

1. Complete and direct control of athletic poli

cies and procedures by joint action of the Ad

ministration and of authorized representatives

of the Faculty;
2. Adequate safeguards against recruitment

practices that contribute to the professionalizing

of intercollegiate athletics;

3. Restriction of eligibility for varsity teams to

students making normal progress toward a

regular bachelor's degree.

4. Assignment of all scholarships, grants-in-aid,

loans and jobs bv a Faculty Committee on Stu

dent Aid on the basis of need and/or academic

distinction or promise, with no differentiation

between athletes and non-athletes and with no

"gifts"

to individual students by persons or

groups outside the control of the Faculty Com

mittee. This means that financial assistance for

athletes, including scholarships, grants-in-aid,

loans and student jobs, will be in approximately

the same ratio to the number of athletes in the

student body as all financial assistance is to the

total number of students.

The Senate considers it of the ut

most importance that the chapters

should recognize the problems of inter

collegiate athletics and that they

should support in every possible way

the action of the Senate and the pro

cedures of the Committee on Qualifica

tions. The chapters are aware that Phi

Beta Kappa is not an accrediting body
and that no institution qualifies for

a chapter solely because it meets min

imal requirements, since charters are

granted on the basis of the total quali

fication, not on an accumulation of

"points."

The chapters are also aware

that in some institutions where chap

ters already exist the policies and

practices in connection with inter

collegiate athletics run counter to some

or all of the provisions of the statement

of the Senate. Institutions not recom

mended for a chapter may point with

a natural bitterness to the Society's

2/

"inconsistency."

It has been necessary,

however, for the Committee on Qualifi

cations to take the position ap
proved by the Senate in 1952 and re

affirmed at the annual meetings in

1953 and 1954 that the Committee

cannot attempt a general investigation

of the sheltering institutions, but will

act only when incidents occur which

suggest that academic standards are

impaired.

Every chapter nevertheless should be
mindful of the seriousness of athletic

problems in relation to the general tone

or purpose of the institution which

shelters it. In this matter, as in that of

the maintenance of high standards in

the liberal arts requirements for de

grees, the chapters bear a responsibility

they should be eager to accept. In the

judgment of the Senate thev can, if

they choose, accomplish much more

than would an
"investigation"

to less

en those influences in the life of an in

stitution which threaten the primacy

of the liberal ideal.

1955 Gauss Award

Phi Beta Kappa's annual literary
prize of 551,000 will be awarded for the

fifth time next December. The prize

will go to the author of the best work of

literary scholarship or criticism pub

lished by an American university press

between July 1, 1954 and June 30,
1955.

The prize is named in memory of the

prime mover in its establishment, the

late Christian Gauss of Princeton Uni

versity. Previous awards have been to

Ruth Wallerstein for Studies in Seven

teenth-Century Poetic, to Jerome Ham

ilton Buckley for The Victorian Temper,
to Francis Fergusson for Dante

'

s Drama

of the Mind, and to Meyer H. Abrams

for The Mirror and the Lamp.

A committee of six will consider this

year's entries. Herbert Ross Brown,
Professor of English at Bowdoin Col

lege, is the chairman of the committee.

The other five judges are Professors

Harold M. March, of Swarthmore Col

lege, Josephine Miles, of the University
of California at Berkeley, Hallett D.

Smith, of the California Institute of

Technology, Ruth Wallerstein of the

University ofWisconsin, and Professor-

emeritus George W. Sherburn of Har

vard University.

Inquiries should be addressed to the

Committee at 1181 Q Street, N.W.,
Washington 9, D. C.

Phi Beta Kappas in Britain

as Marshall Scholars

Twelve Marshall Scholars have now

finished their first half year at a British

University.

They are the first group of Marshall

Scholars, selected from more than 700

applicants in all parts of the United

States who competed for the initial

awards in the British Government's

scheme for sending twelve American

college graduates each year to Britain

for advanced study.

Three of them belong to Phi Beta

Kappa: Carol M. Edler of Plymouth,
Wisconsin, B.A., University of Wis

consin, who is studying international

relations at the London School of

Economics; William B. Gwyn of Tow-

son, Maryland, M.A., University of

Virginia, studying political science at

the London School of Economics; and

Harvey M. Wagner of Los Angeles,
California, B.S., Stanford University,

studying economics at King's College,
Cambridge.

The British Government finances the

Marshall Scholarships program in grati

tude for America's European Recovery
Program, more popularly known in

England as Marshall Aid. The scholar

ships are awarded annually for post

graduate studies. Men or women, mar

ried or single, not over the age of 26

may apply; preference is given to those

who combine high academic ability

with the capacity to play an active part

in the life of the British university

which they attend. The awards com

fortably cover tuition fees and living
as well as round-trip travel from the

United States.

The scheme is run by the Marshall

Aid Commemoration Commission, a

body of nine eminent people appointed

by Britain's Foreign Secretary. Nomi

nations for the awards are made in the

United States by an Advisory Council

presided over bv the British Ambassa

dor, acting on the recommendations

of four regional committees, each com

posed of American citizens, plus the

British Consul-General of the area.

Applications for the scholarship must

be made by October 1 each year, and

the names of the successful candidates

are announced in early April. Four

British Consulates-General, those in

New York, Chicago, San Francisco,
and New Orleans, will be glad to fur

nish details to interested inquirers.
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Chapter

Anniversaries

This academic year

marks the 50th anniversary of the

founding of ten chapters of Phi Beta

Kappa: University of Colorado, Smith

College, Stanford University, Univer

sity of North Carolina, Colorado Col

lege, Wellesley College, Ohio State

University, Mount Holyoke College,

University of Texas and Goucher Col

lege. Some of the chapters have already
celebrated the occasion; others are

planning ceremonies for late spring.

The Brown University chapter
celebrated its 125th anniversary on

March 3. A new Chapter Catalogue,
More than a Century of Scholars, was

prepared for the occasion under the

direction of Professor-emeritus Wil

liam T. Hastings, President of Alpha

of Rhode Island and Vice-President of

the United Chapters. The catalogue

includes an address delivered at the

chapter centenary celebration by the

late Chief Justice Charles Evans

Hughes. An excellent discussion of the

purpose of Phi Beta Kappa, this

speech reads in part as follows:

"The unique position of Phi Beta

Kappa, and its usefulness, can be safe

guarded only by unremitting attention

to what has become the law of its being.

The prestige of the Fraternity is due

to the fact that it is an association of

men and women of scholarly attain

ments who have proved their merit ac

cording to the accepted standards of

college discipline. The best proof of the

utility of the Fraternity is the esteem

in which the election is held. Whatever

may be said of the value of various

activities proposed for the organization,

as such, and no one would decry any

intelligent effort on its part in the

interest of education, the essential

thing, in my judgment, is to hold to

the theory of the Fraternity as a fellow

ship of scholars, admission to which is

an honor conferred by reason of demon

strated worth. The success of Phi Beta

Kappa continues to lie in what it is,
rather than in what it does.

"The distinction of the Fraternity
is thus a trust committed to all the

chapters, requiring the vigilance ofeach,

as well as the constant and intelligent

cooperation of the national organization.

Especially important is this care at a

time when curricula are being modified

SUMMER, 1955

At the 125th anniversary of Rhode Island Alpha Heft to right): A. Howard Meneely, president of Wheaton College;

Mrs. Anna Canada Swain; George W. Potter; and Mrs. Dilys Bennett Laing. Dr. Meneely and Mrs. Laing were

initiated as honorary members of the chapter, Mrs. Swain and Dr. Potter as alumni members. Richard S. M. Emrich,

Episcopal Bishop of Michigan, also elected an alumnus member, was unable to be present.

and extended, new educational methods

are being devised, criteria of collegiate

attainments are themselves being closely
scrutinized and evaluated, and old

classifications are being superseded.

However difficult it may be satisfacto

rily to establish the conditions of eligi

bility to membership, the substance of

the old requirements in demanding at

tainments considerably above the aver

age must be retained, so that the key
of Phi Beta Kappa may continue to be

a badge of special honor.

"The particular interest of Phi Beta

Kappa is in liberal education. What

ever debate there may be as to its

exact definition, or its prerequisites, it

persists as an ideal. Intensive critical

study of educational aims and methods

has found nothing to take its place. It

means the development by careful

training of the capacity to appreciate

what has been done and thought, the

ability to make worth-while appraisals

of achievements, doctrines, theories,

proposals. It is liberal because it eman

cipates; it signifies freedom from the

tyranny of ignorance, and, from what

is worse, the dominion of folly. Learn

ing is not its aim so much as intelligence

served by learning.

"We may at times overestimate

what can be accomplished in the few

years of college training, and there are

not wanting those who in their zeal to

dignify and extend college work forget

that college is made for man, and not

man for the college, and that the col

lege man is merely getting his start.

Perhaps the most that can be expected

of college men is to learn the way, if

not the truth. College gives the oppor

tunity, and this is essential, to become

acquainted with authentic sources of

information, to gain familiarity with

the storehouses of knowledge, to ascer

tain the means of access to their wealth.

The atmosphere of the institution, and
of associations of students within it, is
all important. An atmosphere of indif

ference, or of intolerance or cynicism

stifles aspiration.

"At this time, when the college

stands in need of every influence which

favors intellectual discipline and

achievement, as against a complacent

indifference, the service of Phi Beta

Kappa is of heightened value. It holds

aloft the old banner of scholarship, and

to the students who have turned aside

from the easier paths and bv their tal

ent and fidelity have proved themselves
to be worthy, it gives the fitting recog
nition ot a special distinction. If it can

not be said that careers always fulfill

the early promise, even by this test, in

the main, Phi Beta Kappa has been

justified ot her
children."
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D. H, Lawrence

THE INTELLIGENT HEART. The Story of D. H. Lawrence.

By Harry T. Moore

Farrar, Straus & Young. $6.50

A Review by 'John Cournos

I
ives of great men oft remind us . . .

-* But let us not go into that in this

day and age of debunking, and even

self-debunking, when even the word
"sublime"

itself is tabu. The modern

reader will not be put off with mere

greatness; he wants the humanness as

well. He yearns to see the faults and

weaknesses, much like his own, in his

heroes. It makes him feel fine. In Mr.

Moore's biography ot D. H. Lawrence

the humanness ot a major figure is

evident.

Lawrence's world was one of struggle,
ot stress, of potential conflict. Unlike

Yeats, whom Robert Speaight called

"an interesting mixture of pride and

humility, with a warm head and a cold

heart,"

Lawrence, conversely, had a

cold head and a warm heart. When he

saw a certain woman he had met for

the first time cross the room, he said:

"That woman is unhappy with her
husband!"

How could he know? The

fact is, he had powerful intuitions and

delicate perceptions, by which he judged

men and women, and his novels owe

their power and what beauty they

possess precisely to these. He saw lite

as a struggle; he was of it, and in the

thick of it, in a biological sense, if

one absolutely must give it a name.

When Lawrence won Frieda he seemed

as proud as a peacock. He, a poor

miner's son, had taken her from an

established English professor, and she

a
baroness'

He was, his biographer

tells us, rather proud of her being a

baroness. It was for him more than a

rags-to-riches triumph, but a spiritual

triumph, a mastery of intelligence over

quality. Perhaps that was how young

Napoleon felt at Toulon. Lawrence was

still a poor man, still to make his way

in the world, and here was this very

attractive Frieda, a baroness, willing

enough to share the little that was his

with him. After his early literary fame,
a coterie formed itself around him, a

John Cournos, novelist, biographer, anthologist,

and book reviewer, is author ol The Mask, The

Wall, Babel, and A Modern Plutarch.

coterie which included Katherine Mans

field and Middleton Murray, far be

neath him in creative gifts, for he had

genius. Being married, however, to a

German woman, moreover one who

was kin to a German aviator, an ace,

was a source of considerable tribulation

to him during the war.

He was not a strong man physically,

but he had courage, and he wrote

novels which at the time shocked, if

not the public, then the powers that be,
who tried to suppress him. Driven by
that quality which men call genius, and

a will, which some would call fool-

hardiness, he endured and persisted,

and, in the end won out against all

sorts of odds.

Mr. Moore tells the whole story from

beginning to the end in a biography

which can have no claim to greatness

but to a thoroughgoing factualness.

Not only has he read all the books and

articles which contain anything about

Lawrence, but he has also spent no end

of effort and time to consult Lawrence's

acquaintances and friends, ferreting
out every possible detail concerning

the writer and the man. It is only in

digressions that he fails; for in intro

ducing certain persons connected with

Lawrence's life and work he more than

once tells only half the story. Is it be

cause he hasn't heard the other half,
or because he thought he couldn't,

shouldn't, or daren't tell
it?
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Published quarterly November. February, May,
September by the United Chapters of Phi Beta

Kappa at the Rumford Press, Concord. N. Ft. Edi
torial and executive offices. 1811 Q Street. N.W.,
Washington 9, D. C. Editorial opinions contained
are those of the writer and not necessarily those

of the United Chapters Phi Beta Kappa.

Advertising rates upon application. Subscription,
20 cents a year. SI.00 for five years. Entered as

second-class matter at the post office at Concord,
N. H., December 10. 1935, under act of March 3,
1879. Additional entry at tile P.O., Washington,
D. C.

Editor: Elizabeth Frazee. Book Committee : John

Cournos, Eric F. Goldman, Kirtley F. Mather,
David McCord, George N. Shuster. Consulting
Editor: Carl Billman.

PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION, AND

EDUCATION

George N. Shuster

The Root of the Matter. By Mar

garet Isherwood. Harper&Brothers. $3.

The author combines a plea for "the under

lying truth which is common to religions

with searching and provocative comments on

education and religious psychology. F.ven those

who disagree will learn much from this very
readable book.

Human Society in Ethics and Poli

tics. By Bertrand Russell. Simon and

Schuster. $3.50.

Lord Russell is probably as able a mathe

matician as humanity has recently produced,
but in this book he offers what any other citizen

might a candid camera picture of his reflec

tions on the decidedly unpleasant world situation

in which we all find ourselves. It is to be expected

that a snapshot will not be very scientific, and

so one can take in stride observations such as

that a wave of desires to burn books has swept

over the United States. More generally, however,
we are introduced to Lord Russell at a moment

when he is persuaded that the ideas of David

Hume concerning human conduct are the best

which have been known and thought in the

world, and that therefore the most dependable

recipe for human happiness is a judicious blend

of the wishes a man entertains in solitude with

those he is impelled to foster while commingling
with his fellows. In his fencing bout with advo

cates of ethical counsels based on Theistic revela

tion he employs adroitly the stances recom

mended by eighteenth century masters of the

foil. As is well known, they advocated speed of

riposte rather than laborious wrestling.

The kernel of the book is concerned, however,
with the here and now. We all live on a planet

which can be encircled in a fantastically short

time by guided missiles carrying grim cargos of

hydrogen bombs. But the nations have not de

veloped a spirit of loyalty to Humanity (or an

enforceable code of international law), so that

the more powerful among them sit with finger on

the trigger, powerless to relax knowing that as

soon as they squeeze civilization will cease to be.

What can the "scientific
attitude"

which is, of

course, largely the spirit of Hume do to rem

edy the situation? Lord Russell is not a neutral

ist. He seems to think that bv and large a man

might prefer to live in the United States rather

than in Russia. Yet he argues that if the first

became less
"fanatical,"

more reasonable, the

second would reform. He suggests that having
the United States win a war would be quite as

bad as conceding victory to the Russians. All

this does not seem to help us very much. It is

even to be feared that if, to paraphrase Edmund

Lear, America tried to soften the Kremlin with a

beatific smile, Lord Russell would write an

essay in wise reproof.

THE KEY REPORTER
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Those interested in the general ethical theory
expounded by this book may find it helpful to

compare the views of a distinguished Protestant

philosopher, A. Campbell Garnett, as propounded
in Religion and the Moral Life (New York: The

Ronald Press Company. 553.50). Professor Garnett
contends that only "productive

love,"

assured of

support by a personal Source of Goodness in

the world, can bring men happiness. Yet he also

does not tell us what to do about the bombs.

We men made them, and perhaps all we can do

now is hope they will not explode.

St. Paul and Epicurus. By Norman

Wentworth De Witt. University of

Minnesota Press. $4.

Was St. Paul deeply indebted to Epicurus?

Professor De Witt, continuing his studies in a

relatively little-known ancient philosopher, de

velops a theory of Pauline indebtedness to Epi

curus which, while tentative, makes his new book

an interesting intellectual detective story.

LITERARY HISTORY AND CRITICISM

David McCord

The Letters of W. B. Yeats. Edited

by Allan Wade. Macmillan. $9.50.

Not the, but selected letters of the poet, who

is here less olympian; occasionally witty, almost

stubbornly interesting; tolerant, impatient, dog

gedly dull, simple and pompous by turns. Un-

definitive as the letters are (one letter to Joyce,
one to George Moore; none to Ezra Pound

believed unavailable none to James Stephens,
Padraic Colum, etc.), and lacking all replies, the

reader has somewhat the impression of crossing

the Grand Canyon on a slack wire at sundown.

A kaleidoscope of philosophic growth and chang

ing opinion; as "Swinburne is a
delight"

(1906)

and "Swinburne's poetry ... is as abstract as

a cubist
picture"

(1916).
Yeats'

old vagueness

about America "I get immense audiences

here"

is somewhat shared by his editor, who

speaks of Professor Van Wyck Brooks and fails

to name a well-known president of Bryn Mawr

in connection with a famous Bryn Mawr story.

All in all, an absorbing kind of autobiography of

a sea-shouldering whale of a man. Collectively
disappointing as the work of a major poet.

An Encyclopedia of Modern Amer

ican Humor. Edited by Bennett Cerf.

Hanover House {Doubleday). $3.95.

A wide and surprisingly well-sustained selec

tion of the anti-barbiturate. A little dandruff

fall-out on some of the longer excerpted pieces;

but someone else would likely miss them as one

reader misses Hughes Mearns, Red Smith (how

come? how come?), Walter D. Edmonds, Ru

dolph Elie, and Walter Hard. Nevertheless, a lot

of laughter for the small money; and what dear

old dividends are Roark Bradford and Anita

Loos!

Sense of Humour. By Stephen Potter.

Holt. $4.

The British author is one of the first wits of

his or anv time; but somehow this essay-anthol

ogy is guardedly funny. Fine enough for the spe

cialist; but a little like riding in a first-class car

riage through second-class scenery.

SUMMER, 1955

A Treasury of Irish Folklore.

Edited by Padraic Colum. Crown. $5.

Delightful whirlpool of Irish myths, heroes,

legends, stories, songs, tall tales, translations,

Gaelic fragments, bogside ballads, and almost

everything from Saint Patrick's Breastplate to

Brian Boru and arbutus in Killarney. More than

600 pages, but each item is very brief.

FICTION, POETRY, AND THE FINE ARTS

John Cournos

Faithful Are the Wounds. By Mav

Sarton. Rinehart. $3.

An absorbing novel, this deals with "subver

on the Harvard faculty.

A World of Love. By Elizabeth

Bowen. Knopf. $3.50.

A sensitive, perceptive story, laid in Ireland.

Beautifully written.

The Hidden River. By Storm Jame

son. Harper. $3.

A powerful and impressive novel of French

resistance. All of a piece, without a loose thread.

Well worth reading.

The Sultan and the Lady. By Eric

Linklater. Harcourt, Brace. $3.50.

A shrewd, ironical, immensely entertaining

novel, laid in the South Seas.

The Face of New York. Photos by

Andreas Feininger. Text by Susan E.

Lyman. Crown. $5.

A book of extraordinary pictures contrasting

the old New York with the new.

Signs and Symbols of Christian Art.

By George Ferguson. Oxford. $10.

Will help you to understand painting on Chris

tian themes during the Renaissance. Handsomely
illustrated.

The Collected Poems of Edith

Sitwell. Bv E. Sitwell. Vanguard.

$6.50.

Poetry lovers will enjoy this immense volume

by one who is probably the greatest living poetess.

The Classic Anthology Defined by

Confucius. Recreated by Ezra Pound.

Harvard. $6.

Pound's own
"Cantos"

have been inaated by
his admirers, lut there is little dou'ot that Pound

is a marvelous translator. This volume is full

of superb pieces re-created from the Chinese.

More Stories by Frank O'Connor.

Knopf. $5.

There are sixteen tales in this volume which

have not appeared before, and another thirteen

that have to make a good measure for any
reader of this talented Irishman.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Eric F. Goldman

Henry George. By Charles Albro

Barker. Oxford. $9.50.

The definitive biography of one of the most

influential thinkers produced by modern Amer

ica.

The Metropolis in Modern Life.

Edited bv Robert Moore Fisher. Dou

bleday. $6.

A constantly stimulating discussion of the

problems of an America in which 64 percent of

the people live in urban areas.

The Liberal Tradition in America.

By Louis Hartz. Harcourt, Brace. $4.75.

An important effort to get behind superficial

dissensions to a consensus of political opinions

which has characterized American life.

The Life of John Stuart Mill. By
Michael St. fohn Packe. Macmillan.

$6.50.

A warm, broad-gauged work that is surely
one of the best biographies in years.

Grand Inquest: the Story of Con

gressional Investigations. By Tel

ford Taylor. Simon 13 Schuster. $4.50.

Far and away the most informed and balanced

reading on this tortuous subject.

NATURAL SCIENCES

Kirtley F. Mather

The Mathematical Practitioners

of Tudor and Stuart England. By
E. G. R. Taylor. Cambridge. $9.50.

A fascinating account of lesser men teach

ers, textbook writers, technicians, craftsmen

but for whom great scientists would have been

sterile; a valuable contribution to a little-known

phase of the history of navigation and surveying.

Wings: Insects, Birds, Men. By
Blanche Stillson. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50.

An informal and entertaining study, revealing
an artist's insight as well as many significant

facts gleaned from the fields of natural history
and aeronautics.

*BK
1811 O Street, N. W.,
Washington 9, D. C.

Please send illustrated order blank

showing the sizes of the $5, $6.50, and
S7 keys, bars, and pin attachments to

Name

Maiden Name

Address

At least two weeks should be allowed

for filling orders.
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On February 28, Phi Beta Kappa moved from Williamsburg, Virginia, to
1811 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. C, where the offices of the United Chapters
have come to rest after years of waiting for adequate and permanent quarters.

Until 1909 the central offices were located wherever the Secretary of the United
Chapters resided; in October of that year they were in New York

City, where they remained in a series of small offices at one address or another

until the Senate decided after the war that permanent quarters should be

established. Alpha of Virginia generously offered space at Phi Beta Kappa Hall

in Williamsburg until such a location could be found, purchased, and made ready.
The house, formerly a residence, has IS rooms, and plenty of storage space in

the basement where all the records of the United Chapters can be brought to

gether for the first time in years. Complete re-wiring was necessary to comply
with fire department regulations, as were new doors to the stairhalls and at

tendant red lights at exit doors from all offices. The original partitioning was

left almost intact except in the former kitchen and
servants'

dining room where

two rooms were made into one for the Addressograph Department. An elevator

is being installed in an already existing shaft, complete with brick walls, which

had been made into closet space by the former owners of the house. Basically,
however, the layout of the house was readily adaptable with only a few minor

alterations, because most of the rooms adjoin one another and are quite large.

Air-conditioning units now installed in all the offices will make the new house

a refuge during the Washington summer.

Pictures on these two pages were taken during the first month after the move.

on page 1. Five windows running all the

way from floor to ceiling are equipped

with wooden Venetian blinds stained

to match the paneling. There are two

eight-foot conference tables and twelve

chairs, eight of them covered in green

leather to match the cotton damask

curtains, and four covered in a rusty

brown. The conference room will be

used for meetings of the Senate, the

Executive Committee, the Committee

on Qualifications, and other standing

committees of the Senate and the

Council. For ten years the Senate has

not had a meeting place in quarters

The Secretary

and the

Morning Mail

The Reception, Mimeograph and Mail Office

"Well no, / don't think you'd call us exactly a
sorority."

To the right of an impressive marble-

floored entrance hall is an office shared

by the receptionist and the mail clerk,

who together take care of running off

the large volume of mimeographed

material sent out by the United Chap
ters, in addition to their other duties.

Adjoining is the file room, where a

card is on file for every member elected

to Phi Beta Kappa, and where, if one

is so minded, one can examine the reg

istration cards of members elected in

1855 or 1776. The Addressograph office,

shown on the next page, occupies the

rest of the first floor.

The second floor originally contained

a library-drawing-room, a small sitting

room, a dining room and a conservatory.

The first of these, the large paneled

room in the front of the house, is now

the conference room shown in the cut

The Main Staircase

'I'm not going all the way up there again until the

elevator has been
installed."

occupied by the United Chapters; pre

viously, it has convened at the Prince

ton Inn, except for last December when
the meeting was held at the Mayflowe

Hotel here in Washington.

The sitting room is now the Secre

tary's office and the former dining room
is the stenographic office, where ail the

correspondence files are kept. THE

KEY REPORTER is edited in the

former conservatory. It is in these

offices that the most varied activities

of the United Chapters are carried on.

All general correspondence with the.

chapters is prepared here; the
chapters'

"Personally, I have never

worked in such a lush set

ting. . . . No, make that
'elegant'."

THE KEY REPORTER

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg
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annual reports are tabulated; books

entered for the Christian Gauss Award

are received, recorded and forwarded

to the judges; arrangements are made

for speakers on the Phi Beta Kappa

Associates Lectureship panel to address
chapters and associations; applications

for the Mary Isabel Sibley Fellowship
are sorted and forwarded to the com

mittee: and many general inquiries are

answered ("Please send me all the lit

erature you have on the subject of

education"). This unit is also, of

course, the central administration of

the United Chapters.

The offices of THE AMERICAN

SCHOLAR occupy most of the third

floor, where for the first time since it

was founded 23 years ago there is

sufficient space and light. An editorial

conference room, lined with shelves of

reference books, and large enough to

seat all twelve members of the Edito

rial Board, adjoins the offices.

The Key Reporter

"I'm afraid we can't tell you anything about our read-

average buying

THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR has

a full-time editorial staff of two and a

clerk who records all subscriptions and

keeps track of all circulation matters.

The Editor, Hiram Haydn, is affiliated

The Financial Office

"Don't tell me the chapter secretary remembered the

sales
taxi"

The American Scholar

"Frankly, I'd cut out that whole paragraph

with Random House and schedules

one day a month with the full-time

staff.

The financial office has the top floor

to itself, a doubtful honor at this writ

ing, as the much-discussed elevator is

not yet a reality. Key orders, among
other things, are handled here. In this

connection, the financial office has to

face some curious problems, as when a

member with a double last name of

sixteen letters wants a small key on

which there is room for only ten !

A stencil plate is cut for each living
member of Phi Beta Kappa and serves

as a record of membership as well as

for address purposes. The United Chap
ters occasionally receives letters from

families in which both husband and

wife are members asking that only one

copy of THE KEY REPORTER be

sent to both instead of one to each.

With the system in use, however, the

double-duty stencils must be kept

separate, for if either the husband or

the wife were to die his or her stencil

The Addressograph unit is now under would be destroyed. If one stencil were

the same roof with the rest of the

United Chapters offices for the first

time since 1951 when Phi Beta Kappa

moved to Williamsburg and left bulk

mailing operations behind in New York

because of lack of space.

Address Changes

Changing a member's address is

more complicated than it may sound.

We hope that the cut at right will help
remind members that in notifying Phi

Beta Kappa of a change of residence,

they should if possible indicate the new

address on a KEY REPORTER stencil.

Otherwise they should send not only
their new address but the one to which

their Phi Beta Kappa mail was previ

ously sent, as well as chapter and year

of initiation. This information should

be directed to Phi Beta Kappa, 1811 Q
Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C.

used for both, the living member's

name would automatically be moved

to the deceased file! Although it may
sound a little strange, the procedure is

almost fool-proof except for occasional

double mailings to one family.

The Addressograph Department

These are the drawers in which ad

dress stencils are filed geographically.

SUMMER, 1955

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



What happened to the lost R?
AN OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS OF PHI BETA KAPPA

Dear
Fellow

Members.

&
,ost t in

Africa.
WMe

instttutions.

presentat.o

^
t 4

^^

sents
no

standard^
d ty

m^
opinionS

of

^
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Ipecial offer today.

Sincerely
yours,

THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR

1811 Q Street, N.W Washingtc

TIE AMERICAN SCHOLAR

811 Q Street, N.W Washington 9, D. C.

Please begin my subscription to THE

1811 Q Street, N.W Washington 9, D. C.

Please begin my subscription to THE AMERICAN

with the next issue.

| | 1 year ^ 00 M T enclose remit!

? 2 years

? 3 years

Name

Street

SCHOLAR

$4.00

7.00

9.00

? I enclose remittance

? Bill me

City

Maiden Name

State.

I-

Hiram
Haydn

Editor
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